iMA Newsletter
Voted top 100 educators in the world by the International Biographical Centre
Winner of the Consumers’ Choice Award for best music school in the GTA.
Winner of the Royal Conservatory of Music Gold Medal for Teaching Excellence.
Winner of the York Region Character Community Award.
Markham Board of Trade Business Excellence Award finalist.
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WELCOMING OUR NEW STUDENTS
Neluya S., piano/voice
Austin A., piano

IMA STUDENTS BIRTHDAYS IN FEBRUARY
Beverly. W, Steven L., Chantal L., Eyad S., Aditri D., Harry S.,
Mithran S., Ahona D., Kyle G., Adam S., Adam E., Jaden T.,
Phoebe C., Clayton T., Tiffany S., Mariella G.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
IMPORTANT DAYS IN FEBRUARY
February 12. Chinese New Year.
February 14. Valentine’s Day.
February 15. Family Day. IMA is open.
February 27. Kindred Spirits Orchestra. Dark and Light. Concert
streamed live from the SMSV Cultural Centre in Markham

NEWS
GET 3 FREE LESSONS WITH THE PURCHASE OF A PIANO
If you are ready to purchase a high quality pre-own piano
through one of the IMA partners, 3 of your lessons at the IMA
will be free. Call our Office or e-mail
Office@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca for more information.
Pre-own piano is a great investment that comes at an attractive
price, with a free tuning and delivery.

GET A $30 CREDIT ON YOUR NEXT MONTH TUITION
We have been very pleased with the continued success of our
students. They have improved a great deal and we share their
excitement with their families, friends, neighbors, and
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schoolmates. We appreciate your interest towards our programs
and services. We are always very happy to welcome new
students of all ages, levels, and instruments to the iMA. Please
tell your friends about your experience with the International
Music Academy.
Do you know someone who is thinking of taking music lessons or
who has children who may be interested in getting their hands
on a musical instrument or singing? Do you know a teenager
who needs a high school OAC credit? Do you know an adult who
has wanted for a long time to learn how to play a musical
instrument but has never had the time or inclination? Please tell
them about the IMA.
As an appreciation for your referral, we will give you a $30 credit
for each new student who registers at the International Music
Academy as a result of your referral.

PERSONALIZED IMA GIFT CARD
The IMA offers personalized Gift
Cards that could be used as
thoughtful birthday, holiday,
bar/bat Mitzvah, graduation gift
or for any other occasions as
well as to encourage someone
to start learning a musical
instrument or singing. The card can be used for any products or
services.
The gift card is available for any amount. As cards are
personalized with the name of the person who will receive it as
well as with the name of the person who purchase it, requests
have to be made 1 day in advance. Cards can be ordered in
person, by phone at 905.489.4620 or by e-mail at
info@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca. At the time the card is
ordered, a non-refundable $5 deposit is required. The full value
of the card is paid upon pick-up (and the deposit is credited
towards the purchase price). Payments can be made by any
major credit card, cheque or cash as well as through the
accounts of the IMA Clients.

FOLLOW US ON
Stay in touch and follow the IMA latest news on Facebook. Visit
https://www.facebook.com/International-Music-Academy1944567629154903 and become a friend of the International
Music Academy.

COMPOSERS’ ANNIVERSARIES IN FEBRUARY
3/02/1809
13/02/1883
15/02/1857
23/2/1934
23/2/1685
27/2/1887
29/2/1792

Mendelssohn was born
Wagner died
Glinka died
Elgar died
Handel was born
Borodin died
Rossini was born

Where you born or do you know someone who was born on the
same day as these famous composers? Drop us e-mail at
info@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca to let us know.

FEATURED TEACHER OF THE MONTH

Warner Chan, M. Mus., B.Mus
Piano Studies, Music Theory
Born in Hong Kong, Werner Chan
started to learn piano at the age
of 5. At the age of 11, he had his
first piano recital in the local
church and became the
accompanist for the Don Bosco
Choir for 7 consecutive years. He
secured a place to study music at
the Hong Kong Academy for the
Performing Arts (HKAPA) and
obtained a Diploma of Music in
2001. In September of the same
year, Werner received the Conservatory Ovation (Piano)
Award and the International Chancellor’s Award, to study
music at the University of Missouri-Kansas City, USA. He
graduated with distinction with a Master’s degree in Music in

2007. Mr. Chan has over 15 years of piano teaching
experience. He started his piano teaching career in 2001 as a
private in-campus tutor. Mr. Chan teaches students ranging
from very young age to adults and seniors. He adapts his
teaching style according to the personal learning style of his
students. He is patient, observant and can establish good
rapport with his students in no time. Mr. Chan shares his
passion for music with others and makes the music lesson a
stimulating and joyful experience to those who learn with him.
On the other hand, with students of higher grades, Mr. Chan
would focus a lot on interpretations of works of various
composers, leading to achieving high marks in the RCM
examinations and competitions. In tune with his belief in lifelong learning, Mr. Chan continues to polish his piano teaching
techniques by taking courses of pedagogic nature. Apart from
teaching piano and music theory, Werner has been performing
piano publicly in Toronto. In the past, he performed in the
Open Score Salon Series of University of Toronto; the Opus
One home concerts for classical music; the 2015 and 2016
Concerts hosted by the Ontario Cross-Cultural Music Society.
In August 2016, Werner was invited to perform as the pianist
of the Broadway Rock Musical “Rent”, a two-and-half hour
production presented by the Markham Youth Theatre. Mr.
Chan is a registered RCM teacher and a member of the
Ontario Registered Music Teachers Association (ORMTA). He
speaks fluently French, Mandarin and Cantonese.

I purchased Beethoven’s complete 32 piano sonatas because I love p
Bartók’s music so I also purchased his Compositions for piano, which
pieces.

FEATURED STUDENT OF THE MONTH

Aashwin Aravnithan
• What instrument do you play? I play
the piano.
• How long have you taken lessons? I
have been taking piano lessons at the
IMA for over 3 years.
• Who are your favourite musical artists? My favourite
composer is Beethoven
• What are your other hobbies, besides music? My other
hobbies are playing soccer and dancing.
• Favourite food? I like Pizza!

• What is the coolest thing you’ve learnt in your lessons in the
past three months? Preparing for the online Royal Conservatory
of Music exam was very exciting.
Mr. Chan was happy to answer a few questions for our students and parents:
• Do you have any performance coming up? Nothing yet but I
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2. How do you inspire students to practice more?
FEATURED
ARTICLE
As I build rapport with my students, I will begin to understand their particular
interests
in music and I will incorporate their
favourite music that would motivate them to learn, that would keep them engaged in practicing during the week. With music they
are interested in, they will definitely be willing to make practicing piano as part of their daily routine and it will become a pleasure
and not a chore. Close communication with their parents is also important so that they know and understand the progress of their
children and in turn help them attain their goals.

Music education could help children
improve their language skills

3. What roles does performance play in student’s development?
Performance is the ultimate goal for all my students. It is a goal for them
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method to set a standard for themselves to follow. A performing experience is also a positive reinforcement of what they have
learnt, an encouragement for them to continue with music making. It becomes a defining moment for them every single time they
step on the stage to perform.
4. Who are your favourite composers?
A lot of different composers with different genres have influenced throughout my whole life. For example, I love Beethoven and
Mozart with their endless piano repertoire. But If I have to choose between them I would choose Beethoven because his music
suits my musical tastes better. I also love 20th century composers such as Stravinsky, Bernstein, Bartok, Boulez and Ravel. Asian
American composers also have a huge influence on me as I am interested in blending eastern and western music
together. Composers who had a deep impact on me as a musician are Tan Dun, Bright Sheng, Chen Yi and Zhou Long.
5. What was the last piece of music (sheet music or a recording) you purchased for yourself?

While many people often consider music a universal language, a
recent Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) study done
in Beijing shows that it may help with spoken language as well.
Kindergarten students who took piano lessons showed
increased capabilities to distinguish pitch and understand
spoken words -- and it showed up on their brain scans,
according to the study's findings.

improvements in word discrimination, particularly for
consonants. The piano group showed the best improvement
there.”

Researchers from the International Data Group (IDG)/McGovern
Institute at Beijing Normal University wanted to compare the
effects of music education on reading versus standard reading
training. The reading training included an interactive reading
experience, in which the teacher read words aloud from
enlarged texts, and the students read along with the teacher.

Additionally, the brain activity of the students was measured
with electroencephalography (EEG), a measurement of the
electrical activity of the brain. The EEG showed stronger
responses when piano students listened to a series of tones
with different pitches.

"If children who received music training did as well or better
than children who received additional academic instruction,
that could be a justification for why schools might want to
continue to fund music,” Robert Desimone, Ph.D., senior author
of the research article and director of MIT’s McGovern Institute
for Brain Research, explained.
A group of 74 Mandarin-speaking children, ages 4 to 5, were
randomly assigned to three smaller groups. One group got
piano training, the second group was trained in reading, and a
third control group received no extra training at all. Piano
training included 45-minute piano sessions three times a week.
After six months of piano lessons, researchers found that the
students were better at differentiating between spoken words
and vowel sounds. The group with reading training had similar
results. However, the difference between these two groups
came in “consonant-based word discrimination.” The piano
lessons group did better; this correlated to the group’s response
to differences in musical pitch, which was observed
immediately after the children heard a pair of notes in a soundproof room and were then asked to differentiate between
pitches.
While the study involved a small sample size and the differences
in performance between the piano lesson and reading groups
weren't found in all studied areas, the researchers say that the
findings were still significant when looking at language study.
"The children didn't differ in the more broad cognitive
measures,” Desimone said, “but they did show some

The results of this study give a boost to the idea of music
training in kindergarten students as a method of enhancing the
way brain cells and neurons process and respond to pitch.
Although there were improved language processing and
auditory word discrimination in the children who took piano
lessons, all three experimental groups had similar outcomes in
overall cognition measures, which included IQ, working
memory, and attentiveness.
Desimone explained the potential benefits of this study.
"There are positive benefits to piano education in young kids,
and it looks like for recognizing differences between sounds
including speech sounds, it's better than extra reading," he said.
"That means schools could invest in music and there will be [a]
generalization to speech sounds. It's not worse than giving [an]
extra reading to the kids, which is probably what many schools
are tempted to do -- get rid of the arts education and just have
more reading."
To comment on this story or anything else you have read in the
Newsletter, head over to the IMA Facebook page or message us on
Twitter.
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GIFT CERTIFICATE
for new students only
1 offer per family

ONE FREE LESSON
Call the IMA Office at
905.489.4620 (Markham) or
905.640.6363 (Stouffville)
to schedule your first lesson.

Once scheduled, the lesson cannot be rescheduled. Cannot be
combined with any other offer. No refunds, no exchanges.

Music is sooooooooo beautiful!

Register for lessons by
February 15, 2021 and receive

$50 off

New students only. 1 offer per family
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

REFER A NEW STUDENT and
GET ONE FREE LESSON!
When you refer a new student to the IMA, who
registers for lesson, you will get one free lesson for
every new student. So, if you refer the IMA to 2 new
students, we will give you 2 free lessons; for 3 new
students – 3 free lessons etc. Fill in the coupon
below and leave it with the IMA Office
administrator.
Your name: ______________________________
Name of the new student: __________________
You can print or photocopy this coupon as many times as you need.
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

