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WELCOMING OUR NEW STUDENTS

PERSONALIZED IMA GIFT CARD

The IMA offers personalized Gift
Cards that could be used as
thoughtful birthday, holiday,
bar/bat Mitzvah, graduation gift or
for any other occasions as well as
IMA STUDENTS BIRTHDAYS IN JULY
to encourage someone to start
learning a musical instrument or
Elizabeth Dranitsaris, Miguel Balines, Brian Lo, Brayden Fung, Hayden singing. The card can be used for any products or services.
Chung, Kanimoli Rajkumay, Raiden Wong, Deekshana Subramanian,
Leonardo Ou, Thivya Jeyapalan, Aaran Ajay, Giancarlo Montanaro,
The gift card is available for any amount. As cards are personalized
Jason Chen, Alyssa Spataro, Eva Montanaro, Aaron Ly
with the name of the person who will receive it as well as with the
Benjamin M., piano
Elizabeth D., voice
Trevor C., guitar

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
IMPORTANT DAYS IN JULY
July 1

Canada Day. The IMA is open.

name of the person who purchase it, requests have to be made 1
day in advance. Cards can be ordered in person, by phone at
905.489.4620 or by e-mail at info@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca.
At the time the card is ordered, a non-refundable $5 deposit is
required. The full value of the card is paid upon pick-up (and the
deposit is credited towards the purchase price). Payments can be
made by any major credit card, cheque or cash as well as through
the accounts of the IMA Clients.

NEWS
EARN YOUR COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT HOURS
The Ontario Ministry of Education requires that all high-school
students get involved with a charitable or non-for-profit
organization volunteer 40 hours in community service. Our affiliated
charity, the Kindred Spirits Orchestra (KSO), has several projects
with various time commitment that can be done either at home or
at its locations in Markham and Stouffville. If in the fall of 2021 you
will be in grade 9, 10, 11 or 12 and looking for community service,
email GM@KSOrchestra.ca The projects are open to all students
(including those who are not taking lessons at the IMA), so feel free
to refer your friends.

GET 3 FREE LESSONS WITH THE PURCHASE OF A PIANO
If you are ready to purchase a high quality pre-own piano through
one of the IMA partners, 3 of your lessons at the IMA will be free.
Call or email our Office for more information. Pre-own piano is a
great investment that comes at an attractive price, with a free
tuning and delivery.

GET A $30 CREDIT ON YOUR NEXT MONTH TUITION
We have been very pleased with the continued success of our
students. They have improved a great deal and we share their
excitement with their families, friends, neighbors, and schoolmates.
We appreciate your interest towards our programs and services. We
are always very happy to welcome new students of all ages, levels,
and instruments to the iMA. Please tell your friends about your
experience with the International Music Academy.
Do you know someone who is thinking of taking music lessons or
who has children who may be interested in getting their hands on a
musical instrument or singing? Do you know a teenager who needs a
high school OAC credit? Do you know an adult who has wanted for a
long time to learn how to play a musical instrument but has never
had the time or inclination? Please tell them about the IMA.
As an appreciation for your referral, we will give you a $30 credit
for each new student who registers at the International Music
Academy as a result of your referral.

FOLLOW US ON
Stay in touch and follow the IMA latest news on Facebook. Visit
https://www.facebook.com/International-Music-Academy1944567629154903 and become a friend of the International Music
Academy.

COMPOSERS’ ANNIVERSARIES IN JULY
1/07/1925 - Satie died
2/07/1714 - Gluck was born
3/07/1854 - Janacek was born
4/07/1623 - William Byrd died
7/07/1860 - Mahler was born
8/07/1882 - Percy Grainger was born
9/07/1879 - Respighi was born
10/07/1895 - Carl Orff was born
11/07/1937 - Gershwin died
13/07/1951 - Schoenberg died
23/07/1757 - Domenico Scarlatti died
29/07/1856 - Schumann died
28/07/1750 - J.S. Bach died
28/07/1741 - Vivaldi died
31/07/1886 - Liszt died

confide to me what they are going though in their life. Problems with
parents or school, breakups with girl or boy friends etc. I always
have an ear and try to help as best as I can. I have been invited to 6
valedictorian speeches because somehow, I help them become who
they are. The majority of students we part ways and that is OK such
is life. But I do get attached to certain students we just connect. One
of the first students I taught is now my doctor another works at the
bank I deal with and another is a CEO of a major grocery store
change. Only 6 of the many students I have taught actually went into
the music. One plays with the Royal philharmonic in London England
another plays with an orchestra in Vienna Austria. Two play with
L’Orchestre Metropolitan in Montreal. Another plays with Symphony
Nova Scotia and the other one performs with the Albany symphony
in New York State. I had one student after winning the biggest prize
at the Hamilton Music festival with tears in her eyes telling me she
had to stop taking lessons because she wanted to pursue career in
skating. One year later I watched her win the gold medal at the
world junior figure skating competition. These small moments of I
am glad to be part of your life.

2. How do you inspire students to practice more? I try to be the
opposite of how I was taught. I come from a long line of violinist.
Going back to the Eszterhas days of Haydn. A lot of yelling and
making one feel useless until you are perfect. I try to make my
lessons fun and want to come. I do have standards which are pretty
Where you born or do you know someone who was born on the samehigh. I expect results week after week. But I’m not going to belittle
them if they could not do it. try again. I know sometimes life gets in
day as these famous composers? Drop us e-mail at
the way of always having to practice. I just say do what can.
info@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca to let us know.

FEATURED TEACHER OF THE MONTH

ARPAD JOSEPHSON
D.Mus., B.Mus., Violin Studies and interpretation
Arpad Josephson has earned a Bachelor
of Music in Violin Performance from the
University of Western Ontario (London)
and a Diploma in Orchestral training
from the Royal Conservatory of Music
(Toronto). He has over 20 years of
experience performing with Symphony
Hamilton, Windsor Symphony, Niagara
Symphony, Oshawa Symphony, Oakville
Chamber Orchestra, Hamilton Camerata, Ensemble Unterweg, and
Royal Conservatory of Music Symphony Orchestra. He has also
taught violin, piano, and music theory at Hamilton School of Music.
Mr. Josephson was happy to answer a few questions for our Students
and Parents:
1. What do you like most about teaching? What I like most about
teaching is meeting new people. I consider them as my friends. I
often say my friend instead of the student's name because that is
what I want to be years later. I like to get to know them. If they are
young watch them grow up and be successful. I have taught many
students from 6 years old to when they go to university. Went
through all the trials and tribulations with them. Not all but many

3. What roles does performance play in a student’s development?
My goal is always to get them good enough to perform with at least
a community orchestra. Adult or kid give me at least 7 or 8 years and
I will get them into an orchestra. The thrill you get when preforming
in front of an audience. All the behind door practice that nobody
sees gets seen. There are times when I am performing and I think to
myself I am getting paid to do this and it is so much fun. All the work
and effort the night practicing. Every once in a while, when you get
instant standing, you know you made people happy.
4. Who are your favourite composers? Canadian composer Marjan
Mozetich. I have performed a number of his works and liked them
all. I also like Rimsky- Korsakov, Shostakovich and Prokofiev to round
out my top 4.
5. What was the last piece of music (sheet music or a recording)
you purchased for yourself? Avro Pärt’s Frates. I seem to have a
thing for minimalist music.

FEATURED STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

Reese Bi | Ringo Bi
• What instrument do you play? Both Reese and Ringo play the
piano. Ringo also plays the recorder.
• How long have you taken lessons? Both Reese and Ringo started
taking lessons at the International Music Academy 4 years ago.

Q. Do a lot of students quit during the summer? - For the past 5
years, we have grown in enrolment each July by 15-20%. Very few
students withdraw but we also get a huge influx of students in June,
July and August; most of them continue into the fall.

• Who are your favourite musical artists? Both Reese and Ringo like
the music of Beethoven.
• What are your other hobbies, besides music? Reese enjoys
reading, drawing and watching movies. Ringo likes to read comic
books, play video games, play Lego, and watch movies.
• Favourite food? Reese likes chocolate covered strawberries. Ringo,
on the other hand, likes chicken, beef, ice cream, yogurt, and
cucumbers.

Q. If we withdraw for the summer, can we keep our spot for fall?
- Lessons are booked on a first-come-first- serve basis, so if you
withdraw for the summer, we cannot guarantee that we will have
a time slot for you in the fall, as we would have to open the slot to
new students registering in June, July and August. What usually
happens when a student withdraws for the summer, his/her slot
would then be taken by a new student who most of the time would
continue taking lessons in September and into the upcoming school
year.
The big question for all parents and students to consider is: Do you
want to stay with the same teacher in the fall?
IF THE ANSWER IS YES THERE ARE 3 WAYS TO DO THIS:
1.

Take advantage of our summer make-up lessons. We
realize that some of you will go on vacation for a portion of
the summer. So, what you can do is simply make up in
advance the lessons that you would miss because of your
holidays. You can make them up as early as you would like
(even in May or June).

2.

“Sub lease” your spot to a family-member or a friend. You
can send a family member or a friend in your place for the
dates you will miss. Just let the office know who is coming in
your place and when. If you are taking summer lessons and
need a specific time for the fall, please contact us around
late July and we will do our best to accommodate you.

3.

Request a day/time change for your lesson during
the summer. Our teachers are flexible and available during
the entire day. If your current lesson time will be in a
conflict with another activity during the summer, you can
change the day/time of your lesson during
the summer (subject to availability).

• What is the coolest thing you’ve learnt in your lessons in the past
three months? Reese like learning new songs that she is practicing
for her upcoming RCM exam in the summer. Ringo recently learnt
Burlesca in D major, which he finds very cool.
• Do you have any performance coming up? No public
performances coming up soon but playing for a small group of family
and friends at home.
E-mail to info@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca a photo of yourself
(or your child) together with the answers of the questions above.
The deadline for submissions is the 15th of every month. We will
feature you in one of the next issues of the newsletter.

FEATURED ARTICLE
To comment on this story or anything else you have read in the Newsletter,
head over to the IMA Facebook page or message us on Twitter.

RESERVING YOUR MUSIC LESSONS DAY,
TIME AND TEACHER FOR SEPTEMBER
Over the past few years several parents asked how to keep
the day, time and teacher for their children for the upcoming school
year. Below we have the answers of the most frequently asked
questions. Please do not hesitate to ask the Office if you have any
other questions or concerns – we are always happy to help.
Q. How do lessons work in the summer? - The IMA is open yearround, and we do not close during the summer.

Each September, we get calls from students who have been with us
for many years, but decided to withdraw for the summer. They want
to return to the same teacher, day and time, but another student
who signed up for lessons in June, July or August has already filled
the same spot. Although we try to accommodate everyone, the new
students may be reluctant to change their lesson time to allow us to
offer it to a returning student. So, if you like your teacher, keep
your time slot during summer and do not hesitate to contact our
office if you need help rescheduling your lessons.

International Music Academy

GIFT CERTIFICATE
for new students only
1 offer per family

ONE FREE LESSON
Call the IMA Office at
905.489.4620 (Markham) or
905.640.6363 (Stouffville)
to schedule your first lesson.

Once scheduled, the lesson cannot be rescheduled. Cannot be
combined with any other offer. No refunds, no exchanges.

Music is sooooooooo beautiful!

Register for lessons by
July 31, 2021 and receive

$50 off

New students only. 1 offer per family
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

REFER A NEW STUDENT and
GET ONE FREE LESSON!
When you refer a new student to the IMA, who
registers for lesson, you will get one free lesson for
every new student. So, if you refer the IMA to 2 new
students, we will give you 2 free lessons; for 3 new
students – 3 free lessons etc. Fill in the coupon
below and leave it with the IMA Office
administrator.
Your name: ______________________________
Name of the new student: __________________
You can print or photocopy this coupon as many times as you need.
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

