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WELCOMING OUR NEW STUDENTS
IMA STUDENTS BIRTHDAYS IN JUNE
Valerie Li, Ethan Wong, Hazel Joy Robinos, Natheesh Sivashankar,
Ethan Yang, Sydney Abrokwah, Sachin Ratnam, Jaid Biggs, Jalen
Yang, Annabelle Chen, Betsy Marquart, Matthew Afuwape, Adele
Wei, Emma Kang, Sanvm Baba, Hannah Wong, Olivia Yee,
Sebastian Alfonso-Stand, Darika Ishenbekova, Anthony
Ghandour, Hayden Chin, Christina Shen, Yzabelle Bariqued

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
IMPORTANT DAYS IN JUNE
June 1-30. RCM theory and practical on-line examinations.
June 30. RCM summer (August) examinations registrations deadline.

NEWS
IMA STUDENTS HAVE WON AWARDS AT THE
PRESTIGIOUS INTERNATIONAL MUSIC FESTIVAL (IMFC)
The International Music Festival and Competition is
an annual event that provides musicians of all ages
with opportunities to perform, to conduct and to
write music while receiving professional guidance
by leading experts in the classical music industry.
GOLD MEDALLIONS
Aaron Dutta
Allyssa Talledo
Angélique Erry
Chantal Luo
Clarisse Lin
Daniel Yu
Emma Kang

Hanyu Zhang
Jaden Thomas
Jason Chen
Kelly Chen
Nicole Huang
Ryan Lam

SILVER MEDALLIONS
Aaron Dutta
Allyssa Talledo
Catherine James
Hanyu Zhang

Jaden Thomas
Kelly Chen
Lucy Zhao
Nicole Huang

BRONZE MEDALLIONS
Aaron Dutta
Giancarlo Montanaro
Hermes Chan
Jashvir Rathore
Jason Chen

Kevin Guo
Kyle Guo
Louis Chan
Reena Tamaran
Renjing Li

Congratulations to all students for their amazing achievement!

THE INTERNATIONAL MUSIC ACADEMY HAS
TEMPORARILY MIGRATED ONLINE
As of March 23, 2020, the International Music Academy has
temporarily migrated all programmes and services online. Music
teachers are very excited about the opportunity to continue
bringing music, joy and happiness in children's lives. Purchases of
books, instruments and accessories can be made by phone
during our regular business hours and will be available for a
curbside pick-up on the same day. Technical support for online
lessons will also be available during regular business hours by
phone and by chat through our online platform.
Music becomes very important especially now when children
need emotional outlet and art activities to support their social
adjustment and well-being. Parents have an essential role for
allowing their children to learn online from their music teachers
and to continue playing their instruments and singing. The
positive impact of music will be felt way beyond children's
delight and parents' support is now more important than ever.
In-person programs and services will resume as soon as possible.
We thank our Teachers, Parents, Students and Members of Staff
for their continued support!

GET 3 FREE LESSONS WITH THE PURCHASE OF A PIANO
If you are ready to purchase a high quality pre-own piano
through one of the IMA partners, 3 of your lessons at the IMA
will be free. Call our Office or e-mail
Office@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca for more information.
Pre-own piano is a great investment that comes at an attractive
price, with a free tuning and delivery.

GET A $30 CREDIT ON YOUR NEXT MONTH TUITION

COMPOSERS’ ANNIVERSARIES IN JUNE

We have been very pleased with the continued success of our
students. They have improved a great deal and we share their
excitement with their families, friends, neighbors, and
schoolmates. We appreciate your interest towards our programs
and services. We are always very happy to welcome new
students of all ages, levels, and instruments to the iMA. Please
tell your friends about your experience with the International
Music Academy.

01/06/1804 - Michail Glinka was born
02/06/1857 - Elgar born
03/06/1875 - Bizet died
03/06/1899 - Johann Strauss died
06/06/1903 - Khachaturian was born
08/06/1810 - Schumann was born
21/06/1908 - Rimsky Korsakov died
11/06/1864 - Richard Strauss was born
14/06/1671 - Tomasso Albinoni was born
15/06/1843 - Edward Grieg was born
17/06/1818 - Charles Gounod was born
17/06/1882 - Igor Stravinsky was born
20/06/1819 - Jacques Offenbach was born
25/06/1767 - Georg Telemann died

Do you know someone who is thinking of taking music lessons or
who has children who may be interested in getting their hands
on a musical instrument or singing? Do you know a teenager
who needs a high school OAC credit? Do you know an adult who
has wanted for a long time to learn how to play a musical
instrument but has never had the time or inclination? Please tell
them about the IMA.
As an appreciation for your referral, we will give you a $30 credit
for each new student who registers at the International Music
Academy as a result of your referral.

PERSONALIZED IMA GIFT CARD
The IMA offers personalized Gift
Cards that could be used as
thoughtful birthday, holiday,
bar/bat Mitzvah, graduation gift
or for any other occasions as
well as to encourage someone
to start learning a musical
instrument or singing. The card can be used for any products or
services.
The gift card is available for any amount. As cards are
personalized with the name of the person who will receive it as
well as with the name of the person who purchase it, requests
have to be made 1 day in advance. Cards can be ordered in
person, by phone at 905.489.4620 or by e-mail at
info@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca. At the time the card is
ordered, a non-refundable $5 deposit is required. The full value
of the card is paid upon pick-up (and the deposit is credited
towards the purchase price). Payments can be made by any
major credit card, cheque or cash as well as through the
accounts of the IMA Clients.

FOLLOW US ON
Stay in touch and follow the IMA latest news on Facebook. Visit
https://www.facebook.com/International-Music-Academy1944567629154903 and become a friend of the International
Music Academy.

Where you born or do you know someone who was born on the
same day as these famous composers? Drop us e-mail at
info@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca to let us know.

FEATURED TEACHER OF THE MONTH
Takouhi Kehyaian, B.A.

Piano Studies, Music Theory
Ms. Kehyaian was born in a family of
musicians in Aleppo, graduated with a
Diploma in music and theory from the
Aleppo Conservatory of Music and
further studied piano and harmony with
renowned professor Hrant Kevorkian.
With over 30 years of practical
knowledge and experience, Ms.
Kehyaian brings efficiency and
motivation to every piano lesson. She emphasizes the
development of technical skills to support musicality while
adjusting her methods to her students learning style and natural
capabilities. Ms. Kehyaian helps students of all ages and abilities
to discover their passion in studying music. As a former Principal
of Parsegh Ganatchian Music School and music professor at the
Karen Jeppe Armenian College in Aleppo, she managed and
assessed annually over 375 students. She works in conjunction
with parents and students to set consistent and attainable goals
while inspiring, instructing and creating positive learning
experience for her students.
Ms. Kehyaian was happy to answer a few questions for our
students and parents:
1. What do you like most about teaching? I love teaching and
love seeing people grow in their understanding of music and in
their ability to turn something black and white into beautiful
colors. I love piano teaching. I have been doing it since some
time in 1979.I love my students and saw how much of an impact I
could have on their lives. The one-on-one relationship between a
piano student and their teacher is very special. It is a great

privilege and responsibility. Teaching someone for several years
is wonderful. I love seeing someone develop their musical ability
and understanding. It is rewarded to teach someone for several
years and see this take flight. For me this motto is very important
(The one who teaches, learns) or (It is amazing what you learn
when you teach). I have learnt so much during teaching piano,
have learnt a lot about music, about pianos and piano playing
and about life. I like most about teaching to inspire, provide
expert instruction, and bring joy to students through positive
learning experiences and abilities to discover a passion in
studying music. Also, the most I like about teaching my love
watching students’ progress. It is very fulfilling to watch students
grow over the span of their lessons with me and to know that I
contributed to their growth and their success.
2. How do you inspire students to practice more? Learning to
play piano is a hard task. It takes grit and determination. In order
to better serve my students, I think it is helpful to understand
why students continue, this can help me to prevent the flip side,
why some students quit. Below are what I think the top many
ways to motivate and inspire students to practice piano. Praise –
a simple way to motivate piano students and probably the most
essential component of good instruction, genuine, heartfelt and
enthusiastic praise from a trusted teacher is often the best
reward for a student. If you have a good relationship and rapport
with your students a kind word from you can go a long way. They
will go home and only glowing about their accomplishment last
week-but looking forward to what they can improve for next
week’s lesson. Achievements could be more structured, such as
exams or competitions but they might also just be personal
goals. Make sure you celebrate all of the achievements big and
small. Develop a real connection with students. Make sure they
understand what their practice goals are for the week. Re-assess
whether the workload you are giving a student suits them. Give
them context about composer or the work they are learning.
Create a practice schedule with them. Review the practice
logistics to make sure their practice atmosphere is conducive.
Have a conversation with the parent to make the student active.
Show them inspiring performances. Be their inspiration,
continually inspire them, encouraging them and exemplifying
what success looks like. Assure them that you are putting them
on the path of success and they are already succeeding. As the
teacher, be in love with the music -It is hard not to catch the fire
of someone else’s enthusiasm when they absolutely love what
they are teaching. Teach them the relevance of what they are
learning to their lives. If they understand why they are playing
the piano, and why this is important to their life, then they may
decide it’s something worth pursuing. Help them catch the vision
of what will do for them in their life. Have them self-respect.
Allow them the opportunity to determine their own strengths
and weaknesses and determine what they should be working on
and how often. Use their interests to motivate them. Find out
their interests and use that to motivate them to practice.
Encourage them to use some practice time to create a line of
their song or a title or a chord progression. Make it fun. Making
piano lessons fun can change the whole perspective of (piano)for
the student. If they think that piano is fun, then what’s to stop
them from practicing all week? After all, it is called playing the
piano for a reason.

3. What roles does performance play in student’s
development? The performance plays big roles in student’s
development. The purpose of the performance is to discover the
personal learning style of the student his/her basic motor and
auditory skills as related to music and to create a personalized
program tailored to the individual goals and objectives of the
student. The performance offer opportunities and inspire
practice time, and it is necessary to motivate students and help
them recognize their strengths and weaknesses. The
performance like a recital, solo concert, or other event in publicso much emphasis is put on the preparation of the piece itself, of
course knowing the piece he /she is going to play proficiently is
step number one, but the way a student (carries himself) is also a
big part of the performance as well. I have found that going over
the performance etiquette basics with students extensively helps
them consistently play their piece better. The reason for this lies
in the full concentration and comfort students gain in knowing
exactly what to do every moment the audience is looking at
them. Research shows that teacher-efficacy has an effect on
his/her students’ performance. It is important that teachers
believe in themselves and in their abilities as a role model and
educator, because it plays an important role on their student’s
self-perception and performance.
4. Who are your favourite composers? Johann Sebastian Bach,
Ludwig van Beethoven, Frederic Chopin, George Frederic Handel,
Komitas, Aram Khachaturian, Arno Babajanian.
5. What was the last piece of music (sheet music or a recording)
you purchased for yourself? Elegie - Arno Babajanian, Nocturne
C-sharp minor - F. Chopin, Waltz in C-sharp minor Op. 64 - F.
Chopin, Prelude in C major - J.S. Bach.

FEATURED STUDENT OF THE MONTH

Jaden Thomas
What instrument do you play? – I play
the piano.
How long have you taken lessons? – I
have been taking lessons for 3 years.
Who are your favourite musical artists? – My favourite musical
artists are Ludwig Van Beethoven and Anne Crosby Gaudet.
What are your other hobbies, besides music? – My hobbies are
playing soccer and reading books.
Favourite food? – pasta and rice.
What is the coolest thing you’ve learnt in your lessons in the
past three months? – The coolest thing that I learned is to play
Chromatic scales.

Do you have any performance coming up? – I am preparing for
my Royal Conservatory of Music examinations coming up in July.

students different ways to play piano, something he says has
been a useful tool for teaching.

E-mail to info@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca a photo of yourself
(or your child) together with the answers of the questions above.
The deadline for submissions is the 15th of every month. We will
feature you in one of the next issues of the newsletter.

But when it comes to chamber music, it’s all about teaching
students how to play together, something which, obviously, has
been difficult to do online.

FEATURED ARTICLE
How music education stays afloat
during COVID-19
Sabine Brix | 13 May, 2020
Music is at its most powerful when experienced live, so how have
educators been able to shift classes online and still inspire
students?

‘Being an artform that necessitates such a degree of attention
and detail around the quality of sound, that is the one thing
where obviously you cannot replicate the real thing,’ Young said.
‘It’s been a great way for us to keep moving forwards but it is not
a substitute.’
Like ANAM, the Australian Music Examinations Board (AMEB)
has also had to adapt their way of doing things to a new model,
teaching their students online, and embracing the steep learning
curve with creativity.
A national body with the purpose of providing graded
assessments of the achievements of music, speech and drama
students, AMEB has responded in a number of ways to support
their teachers, examiners and the sector.
‘We knew that teachers wanted to keep teaching and we
thought about how we could best help that. Providing webinars
that helped teachers get online was one step. Providing free
resources so that teachers and students could get on with music
learning was another. We focused on coming up with very
practical measures that will really help keep teachers teaching
and the music playing, ’ said Bernard Depasquale, CEO, AMEB.

While organising a room full of 70 classical musicians comprised
of four musical faculties might sound hectic at the best of times,
it’s an exercise in patience, technical nous and superb
organisation skills to do it in an online classroom. But the
Australian National Academy of Music (ANAM) have found ways
to adapt since COVID-19.
‘I’ve seen some fabulous multi-tracking of orchestral pieces done
where every member of that orchestra will play their single line
as juxtaposed with a click track or the other person playing,’ said
Tim Young, Head of Piano at the ANAM. 'The students are able to
stitch that all together and get an amazing performance out of it.
But it’s not the solution.’
Young is currently coordinating the performance class at ANAM,
which has been set up over Zoom. While a lot of content has
been easily transferrable online, such as guest lecturers, and
webinars, the most important aspect – playing – has been a little
more difficult.
Students and teachers have made the most of the video
conferencing platform by using break out rooms to split
participants into groups, and Young has also honed his technical
skills by setting up a camera with multiple angles to show

AMEB have developed an ongoing series of webinars, called
Break The Isolation which feature interviews with musicians,
teachers and other experts in their field and which cover topics
such as strategies for teaching speech and drama online as well
as providing tools for wellbeing and connection in social
isolation.
Although ANAM have too organised a series of guest lecturers
for students, such as inviting conductor Simone Young, singer
Barbara Hannigan and world renowned critic Norman Lebrecht
to keep students inspired while COVID plays out, nothing beats
the real thing.
‘When it comes to the context of chamber music, it’s this
capacity to play together. There are all those considerations
around empathy and responding in real time, responding
spontaneously to something that is happening,’ Young said.
‘And of course the other side to that feedback is the audience,
and that’s a huge part of the experience as well and when you’re
training musicians to be performing musicians you need the real
setting to truly experience what is required of it. From that
context we just can’t wait to be able to get back into a real life
situation.’
To comment on this story or anything else you have read in the
Newsletter, head over to the IMA Facebook page or message us on
Twitter.

International Music Academy

GIFT CERTIFICATE
for new students only
1 offer per family

ONE FREE LESSON
Call the IMA Office at
905.489.4620 (Markham) or
905.640.6363 (Stouffville)
to schedule your first lesson.

Once scheduled, the lesson cannot be rescheduled. Cannot be
combined with any other offer. No refunds, no exchanges.

Music is sooooooooo beuatiful!

Register for lessons by
June 30, 2020 and receive

$50 off

New students only. 1 offer per family
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

REFER A NEW STUDENT and
GET ONE FREE LESSON!
When you refer a new student to the IMA, who
registers for lesson, you will get one free lesson for
every new student. So, if you refer the IMA to 2 new
students, we will give you 2 free lessons; for 3 new
students – 3 free lessons etc. Fill in the coupon
below and leave it with the IMA Office
administrator.
Your name: ______________________________
Name of the new student: __________________
You can print or photocopy this coupon as many times as you need.

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

