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WELCOMING OUR NEW STUDENTS
IMA STUDENTS BIRTHDAYS IN MAY
Ellis Smardenkas, Maksym Borovilos, Olivia Rourke, Hannah de
Silva, Riya Mehta, Ethan Hsiung, Naomi Wong, Syuzi Gyunashyan,
Jackson Zhu, Brayden Watts, Felix Yu, Cameron Miller, Sienna
Spataro, Kaitlyn Theng, Aaron Chen, Leah Chen, Kyla Thompson,
Carter Kawabata, Reese Bi, Aashwin Aravinthan, Andrew Skinner,
Shopika Thambiaiyah, Jashua Alban, Chloe Ji , Ava Pascual, Olivia
Kyriakopoulos, Mikayel Baghouzian, Katherine Li, Catherine Yu,
Harish Kandasamy, Janessa Puyo, Petra Yianakakos, Avni Prabhu,
Jonathan Yu Sing Wong, Kevin Guo, Baveethan Logitharajah

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
IMPORTANT DAYS IN MAY
May 18. Victoria Day. On-line lessons are taking place as scheduled.

NEWS
THE INTERNATIONAL MUSIC ACADEMY HAS
TEMPORARILY MIGRATED ONLINE
As of March 23, 2020, the International Music Academy has
temporarily migrated all programmes and services online. Music
teachers are very excited about the opportunity to continue
bringing music, joy and happiness in children's lives. Purchases of
books, instruments and accessories can be made by phone
during our regular business hours and will be available for a
curbside pick-up on the same day. Technical support for online
lessons will also be available during regular business hours by
phone and by chat through our online platform.
Music becomes very important especially now when children
need emotional outlet and art activities to support their social
adjustment and well-being. Parents have an essential role for
allowing their children to learn online from their music teachers
and to continue playing their instruments and singing. The
positive impact of music will be felt way beyond children's
delight and parents' support is now more important than ever.
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In-person programs and services will resume as soon as possible.
We thank our Teachers, Parents, Students and Members of Staff
for their continued support!

GET 3 FREE LESSONS WITH THE PURCHASE OF A PIANO
If you are ready to purchase a high quality pre-own piano
through one of the IMA partners, 3 of your lessons at the IMA
will be free. Call our Office or e-mail
Office@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca for more information.
Pre-own piano is a great investment that comes at an attractive
price, with a free tuning and delivery.

GET A $30 CREDIT ON YOUR NEXT MONTH TUITION
We have been very pleased with the continued success of our
students. They have improved a great deal and we share their
excitement with their families, friends, neighbors, and
schoolmates. We appreciate your interest towards our programs
and services. We are always very happy to welcome new
students of all ages, levels, and instruments to the iMA. Please
tell your friends about your experience with the International
Music Academy.
Do you know someone who is thinking of taking music lessons or
who has children who may be interested in getting their hands
on a musical instrument or singing? Do you know a teenager
who needs a high school OAC credit? Do you know an adult who
has wanted for a long time to learn how to play a musical
instrument but has never had the time or inclination? Please tell
them about the IMA.
As an appreciation for your referral, we will give you a $30 credit
for each new student who registers at the International Music
Academy as a result of your referral.

PERSONALIZED IMA GIFT CARD
The IMA offers personalized Gift
Cards that could be used as
thoughtful birthday, holiday,
bar/bat Mitzvah, graduation gift
or for any other occasions as
well as to encourage someone
to start learning a musical
instrument or singing. The card can be used for any products or
services.

The gift card is available for any amount. As cards are
personalized with the name of the person who will receive it as
well as with the name of the person who purchase it, requests
have to be made 1 day in advance. Cards can be ordered in
person, by phone at 905.489.4620 or by e-mail at
info@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca. At the time the card is
ordered, a non-refundable $5 deposit is required. The full value
of the card is paid upon pick-up (and the deposit is credited
towards the purchase price). Payments can be made by any
major credit card, cheque or cash as well as through the
accounts of the IMA Clients.

FOLLOW US ON
Stay in touch and follow the IMA latest news on Facebook. Visit
https://www.facebook.com/International-Music-Academy1944567629154903 and become a friend of the International
Music Academy.

COMPOSERS’ ANNIVERSARIES IN MAY
01/05/1904
07/05/1833
07/05/1840
12/05/1845
12/05/1884
15/05/1567
17/05/1866
18/05/1909
18/05/1911
19/05/1954
22/05/1813
25/05/1934
27/05/1840
29/05/1860
31/05/1809

Dvorak died
Brahms born
Tchaikovsky born
Faure born
Smetana died
Monteverdi born
Satie born
Albeniz died
Mahler died
Ives died
Wagner born
Holst died
Paganini died
Albeniz born
Haydn died

Where you born or do you know someone who was born on the
same day as these famous composers? Drop us e-mail at
info@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca to let us know.

FEATURED TEACHER OF THE MONTH
Antonia de Wolfe
M.Mus., B.Mus.

Piano Studies and Interpretation,
Music Theory
Ms. Antonia de Wolfe has
graduated with a degree in piano
performance from the George
Enescu Institute of Music in
Bucharest, Romania and, later,

with another degree from the Central School of Music affiliated
with the P. I. Tchaikovsky State Conservatory in Moscow. She has
also graduated from the Academia Nazionale di Santa Cecilia in
Rome, where she studied with Sergio Perticaroli, and has earned
a Master in Music (piano performance) degree from the
University of Toronto. In addition, Ms. de Wolfe has studied with
Maestro S. Petricaroli at Mozarteum Hochschule für Musik in
Salzburg (Austria). Ms. de Wolfe has given several recitals and
concerts in some of the finest concert halls in Bucharest,
Moscow, Rome, Paris, Salzburg, and Toronto. She has also taught
piano at the Columbus Centre, Cosmo school of Music, and
Koffler Music School. As a collaborative pianist and accompanist,
she has been in great demand for several productions of the
Centuries Opera Association, Toronto Opera Repertoire,
Palestrina Choir, Ethobicoke Centennial Choir, and others. Ms. de
Wolfe is a registered teacher with Royal Conservatory of Music.
Ms. De Wolfe was happy to answer a few questions for our
students and parents:
1. What do you like most about teaching? I feel a great
satisfaction upon following the development of my students’
skills and of their understanding of music. When I teach pieces
that I myself have played I get a new perspective on them and I
get new ideas about alternative ways to approach them.
Teaching requires a keen analysis of musical structure, which
helps the teacher to unveil hidden or new meanings involved in
the experience of music. Also, I like to perpetuate the love of
classical music for the new generations.
2. How do you inspire students to practice more? It’s very
important to listen to music. Listening to recordings, going to
concerts… Listening to music is an active process that inspires a
student. It awakens in them the expressive possibilities that
music offers. I always demonstrate a piece of music on the piano.
Also, I give the student several repertoire choices and let them
pick their favourite one. Finally, it is important to put a piece in
historical context: information about the composer and the
period the music was written in. All of this leads to inspiring my
students to learn more.
3. What roles does performance play in student’s
development? It is important to have performances as
milestones in a student development. Such events contribute
much to shape the self-image of a student. Once a student has a
performance as a set goal practicing becomes more exciting!
Simply, a motivated student puts more effort into practicing. The
performance in itself represents the culmination of all the effort
put into practice. Plus, it’s a great feeling to be on stage and
create beautiful music.
4. Who are your favourite composers? Robert Schumann has
been a long-standing favourite composer of mine. His intense
romanticism has always moved me. His ability of changing moods
from lyrical calm to passionate torment, from sadness to great
joy and glamour, exemplify is depth of character (as a composer).
Also, from orchestral repertoire I like Symphonie Fantastique by
Hector Berlioz. Wagner and Berlioz were both innovators of
program music (music that has a story line behind it).

5. What was the last piece of music (sheet music or a recording)
you purchased for yourself? I purchased Carnival by Robert
Schumann, a piano piece.

FEATURED STUDENT OF THE MONTH

American actor, comedian and musician Steve Martin’s March 21
viral Banjo Balm tweet (at the time of this writing, about 9.8
million views) followed by March 27 “Banjo Calm” (one million
views) are two videos that bear witness to the ways we rely on
the arts within social media to build connections and create
community in times of isolation.

Lucas Alfonso
What instrument do you play? – I play the
piano and the guitar.
How long have you taken lessons? – It has
been about 2 years for piano and guitar –
since last fall.
Who are your favourite musical artists? – ACDC, Guns & Roses.
What are your other hobbies, besides music? – I enjoy playing
hockey, basketball, and soccer.
Favourite food? – Italian pasta.
What is the coolest thing you’ve learnt in your lessons in the
past three months? – Playing Stariway to Heavens on the guitar
Do you have any performance coming up? – Nothing for now,
just learning and practicing.
E-mail to info@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca a photo of yourself
(or your child) together with the answers of the questions above.
The deadline for submissions is the 15th of every month. We will
feature you in one of the next issues of the newsletter.

FEATURED ARTICLE

COVID-19: How music and the arts
have connected us
This article, written by Roberta Lamb, Queen's University, Ontario and Robbie
MacKay, Queen's University, Ontario, originally appeared on The Conversation
and has been republished here with permission.

Many musicians are reaching out from isolation on balconies, in
condos or the outdoors during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Italian tenor Maurizio Marchini sings “Nessun dorma” from his
balcony while the police in Mallorca, Spain play music, dance and
sing in the streets and people watch from balconies. Many
people are posting #songsofcomfort.

Music educators, community music facilitators and
ethnomusicologists value the power of music to build
community. These three fields coincide when they examine the
notion of music for all that transforms societies and people. They
identify humans’ basic drive towards “making things special,” as
explained by Ellen Dissanayake, an affiliate professor of music
education at University of Washington School of Music.
Our communities make the music we need when we need to do
so. We mark significant events, both traumatic and joyful, with
the arts. For years, Martin’s comedy hijinks included his banjo;
the public increasingly became aware of how talented he is as a
musician.
Martin’s album The Crow: New Songs For The Five-String Banjo
won best Bluegrass Album at the 2009 Grammy awards; he also
received awards for 2001 Best Country Instrumental
Performance and the 2013 Best American Roots Song. He is now
as respected as a musician as he is as a comedian and actor.
Martin’s stand-up comedy and early film roles were zany. His
movie characters gradually transitioned into ones who were a
little odd but wise. This shift in his acting roles parallels his rise as
a prominent figure in roots and bluegrass music.
Musician David Byrne describes ways space and place have
always influenced music. From operatic stages and philharmonic
concert halls to punk rock concerts at CBGB in New York,
composers and musicians write and play for spatial and acoustic
qualities of specific venues. What works in an outside
amphitheatre may well fail at Carnegie Hall.
Martin presents us a talented musician who becomes our
beloved great uncle in the “Banjo Balm” viral clip. We see him
alone, as many of us are — or at least feel — in social isolation,
but he does not appear lonely. He stands outdoors, relaxed, just
as many of us wish we could be today.

He smiles gently at us with compassion. Thus, Martin transforms
his outdoor space into an intimate venue that millions share in
mostly indoor settings. We feel he’s come to visit us at home and
we’ve welcomed our buddy inside. We are all family in this
context, isolating apart together.
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Michael Schutz, associate professor of music
cognition/percussion at McMaster University, explores
composers’ cues for musical emotion and concludes that “the
challenges in producing low pitched, slow moving melodies” on
the banjo make the instrument “ill-suited for conveying
sadness.” Martin himself has made the same point in his standup comedy.

ONE FREE LESSON

Martin’s “Banjo Balm” overcomes this tendency with rich, warm
tone and a slow tempo. The major sounding melody descends
with each phrase, suggesting repose, up until the final coda
where it leaps and ascends, offering us some optimism. We tend
to hear music in a major keys as happy or light, while minor keys
tend to suggest sadness or darkness. This music calms us; we feel
lifted from melancholy. However the high lonesome sound
associated with bluegrass music returns in “Banjo Calm.” It
begins in a minor mode, a darker but still warm tone, and slowish
tempo. At 50 seconds in, Martin fills in the spaces between the
warm, slow and melodic notes with traditional clawhammer —
fast, high pitch fill — that identifies the cheerfulness of bluegrass,
even in sad songs.
Martin developed “Banjo Calm” into a more finished, more
professional, more bluegrass piece. Personally, we feel more
calm after “Banjo Balm.” Martin’s ever-changing social and
cultural capital provides traction for both video tweets. His
musicality and star power alone made “Banjo Balm” viral,
however, this social media phenomenon occurs with so much
music in so many places around the world.
Canadian fiddler Ashley MacIsaac says musicians make music
because “we have no choice — that’s just what we are, we’re
artists.” Through these YouTube and Twitter experiences, both
professional and amateur musicians-in-isolation engage
community expression and audiences appreciate their
demonstration of solidarity. This phenomenon transcends
individual performances in any one genre, and functions as
community building, or at least community expressions of
human spirit. We see professionals performing, community
singalongs and Canadian rockers Arkells offering free, online
music lessons. Then, there are countless artists performing
online from their homes.
Amateurs too are performing for their communities, including
doctors at the Mayo Clinic, children and grandmothers. Let’s all
join in this community apart together!
To comment on this story or anything else you have read in the
Newsletter, head over to the IMA Facebook page or message us on
Twitter.

GIFT CERTIFICATE
for new students only
1 offer per family

Call the IMA Office at
905.489.4620 (Markham) or
905.640.6363 (Stouffville)
to schedule your first lesson.

Once scheduled, the lesson cannot be rescheduled. Cannot be
combined with any other offer. No refunds, no exchanges.

Music is sooooooooo beuatiful!

Register for lessons by
June 15, 2020 and receive

$50 off

New students only. 1 offer per family
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

REFER A NEW STUDENT and
GET ONE FREE LESSON!
When you refer a new student to the IMA, who
registers for lesson, you will get one free lesson for
every new student. So, if you refer the IMA to 2 new
students, we will give you 2 free lessons; for 3 new
students – 3 free lessons etc. Fill in the coupon
below and leave it with the IMA Office
administrator.
Your name: ______________________________
Name of the new student: __________________
You can print or photocopy this coupon as many times as you need.

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

